Memorandum
To: Sewage Advisory Committee

From:  Regulation Work Group (Alison Shuler)
Date: December 3, 2007

Please review the attached documents regarding Chapter 73a.  The document reflects changes and comments made by the SAC Regulations Work Group.  The work group recommends these comments be forwarded to the Secretary.

To summarize some concepts of concern in the Draft Chapter 73a we offer the following:

· The proposed system sizing will significantly increase the required absorption areas. This will greatly increase the cost to the systems currently being installed in the Commonwealth. 

· Under the Act the local agency has the responsibility to abate nuisances in a timing manner; this document needs to support that ability without undue micro management as proposed in section 73a.7. The local agency, through their sewage enforcement officer, should have the authority to determine the best alternative in abating malfunctions. 

· In-field testing of all tanks is impractical and may not address all sources of inflow/infiltration. We recognize the potential for inflow/infiltration that may occur. We believe a cooperative dialog with the Department can determine the best way to address this problem.  

· The document as proposed will retroactively affect the management and performance requirements of existing sewage systems. We believe that a change in the Act is needed to place this requirement on existing sewage systems. 

· Maintenance, inspection and sampling conditions are included in this technical document where it should be addressed in proposed Chapter 71a.  Imposing sewage management should be approached with caution with involvement of the local agencies. 

This document proposes significant changes and additions in a number of technical requirements such as isolation distances, system sizing, disinfection, loading rates of media filters, aggregate specifications, and other. Apparently, the Department has scientific data to justify these changes.  The work group strongly believes that the Committee should review the data used to set these requirements as these changes will greatly increase system sizing and construction costs.   
